
College Preparatory Middle School 
10269 Madrid Way Spring Valley, CA 91977 

Phone 619.303.2782 Fax 619.303.3759 

 
Dear Tiger Families:  
 
You may have heard on the news that the California State Superintendent of Public Instruction shared 
his opinion that schools may not reopen this school year. Additionally, Governor Newsom’s “stay at 
home” order, remains in place, as do federal guidelines around social distancing through April 30, 2020.  
 
In San Diego County, there is no definitive date for when schools will reopen.  All decisions about 
reopening will be made in conjunction with state and local public health officials.  
 
At CPMS, we continue monitoring all the guidance carefully, and will strive to keep you updated in this 
very fluid situation.  

As you are aware, we have been tasked by our Governor and the State Superintendent of Public 
instruction to continue to provide, to the best of our ability, standards-based distance instruction. While 
nothing compares to the instructional delivery in a classroom environment, our staff has worked hard to 
develop the best distance instruction possible for your child. 

At CPMS, our classrooms may be closed, but teaching and learning for our students continues.  

Attached, please find our distance learning schedule which begins upon our return from Spring Break on 
April 20, 2020. Please print this schedule out and post it in your home for your continued reference. 

The expectation is that students will “attend” classes daily, ask questions and communicate with 
teachers during daily office hours that are provided.  

We have attached the following “Q&A” for families that provide more details about our school’s plan for 
continued instruction and learning.  We will also continue to email/post updates and resources as they 
become available. 

As always, if you have ANY questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school. We are all available 
via email and are happy to provide any support we can. 

Please take the time during our Spring Break (April 6-17) to focus on family and be prepared to begin 
“attending” classes on Monday April 20, 2020; the “bell rings” at 9:00 A.M. sharp! 

We miss you all and wish you the Very Best! 

 

With Tiger Pride,  

CPMS Administration 



CPMS Distance Learning 
Questions and Answers For Parents/Guardians 

 

When will distance Learning Instruction begin at CPMS? 

Monday April 20, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. (Please see schedule attached) 

Will my student have “Homework? 

YES!  Distance learning is, by definition, homework. 

Will there be regular contact between my student and their teacher(s)? How often? 

Teachers will begin routine contact with students upon our return from Spring Break, starting 
April 20, 2020. (Please see school schedule attached.)  Students are expected to attend 
scheduled classes at their scheduled times each day. Sessions will also be recorded to ensure a 
student can review materials covered if they missed a session or need to review information 
given in a class session. Additionally, all teachers will have daily office hours for students that 
have questions or need extra instruction or support.   

By what means? 

Teachers will use a variety of means to communicate with students, including (but not limited 
to) Google calendars, Google classroom, Google live stream, Google hangout, LAN school/LAN 
air, Google docs, phone, and email. Your student has been utilizing the google classroom 
platform this school year prior to our COVID-19 closure. They were issued a “G-Mail” account at 
the beginning of the school year and in addition to their posted teacher calendars, that is what 
they will continue to use to access their classroom instruction and assignments. 

How can my student schedule an appointment or ask questions? 

Each teacher has established and posted daily office hours.  They can email or use other 
mechanisms posted/offered by their teacher. 

What if the teacher does not respond or is not available? 

If you are not getting a response, or if appointments are not met after a reasonable amount of 
time, please contact one of the directors. It is expected that emails sent after office hours will 
typically be answered by the next day. 

 
 



Will there be lectures or other group instruction? Is it up to the teacher how it is 
delivered?  Who decides? 

Teachers decide how to deliver instruction, just like they do during typical days. Their decisions 
will be made through a variety of factors: their capacity to deliver instruction online at this 
time, content area, and timing of our class schedules will all matter. 

How do I/my student find what's being provided? 

Teachers will post their work using the existing platforms that all of our students have been 
using prior to our closure. Teacher calendars will be posted to our main website 
(www.mycpms.net) on Sunday night for the week ahead as they always have been. Students 
can also log in to their Google Classroom to obtain live stream and meeting links for scheduled 
classes as well as to see/obtain their assignments for the week. Gradebooks will be frequently 
updated so students and parents can see the work that has been completed and assessed. 
Please check your Parent/Student Portals at least weekly to see grades as they are posted.  

Will there be a standard daily schedule? 

Yes! Please see the daily/weekly class schedule that has been provided. Teacher calendars for 
the week ahead are posted each Sunday night. 

How will courses be graded? 

Teachers will continue to assess student learning and give students feedback. We all 
understand that there are differing circumstances in each home and that every student 
situation is unique; however we have been tasked by our Governor and the State 
Superintendent of Public instruction to continue to provide, to the best of our ability, standards 
based instruction. While nothing compares to the instructional delivery in a classroom 
environment, our staff has worked hard to develop the best distance instruction possible for 
your child. Communication between students’ families and teachers will be key in this process.  

As you would agree, it is important that our students are prepared academically for the next 
school year. The feedback and assessment of learning that teachers will continue to provide 
play a huge part in our students achieving the standards they need for their continued 
academic success. There is no doubt that there will be times when a student cannot turn in an 
assignment on time--that will be the time for increased communication. If a home situation 
changes and it impacts a student’s ability to access their classes, assignments or complete their 
work, we ask that the family contact your student’s teachers. We are here to help each other 
out during this time- again, Communication is key! 

 
 
 

http://www.mycpms.net/


What's my role as a Parent/Guardian? Should I be actively teaching my child? 

Every parent has a different level of desire and ability to work with their children academically. 
We suggest reassuring your kids that people care about them and that their teachers are doing 
the best they can during an unprecedented closure. School is important. Make it a priority in 
your house to maintain a “school schedule” and monitor your parent portal to help keep your 
student on top of their assignments/class work. 

CPMS Parents/Guardians can help their student by: 

 Defining a space where students can “attend” school each day with the necessary 
equipment to access the internet and login to their teacher calendars and their google 
classroom and I-Ready instruction platform. If you have technology issues or need 
assistance in this regard, please contact the school. We have been providing many 
resources to families to ensure our students can successfully participate in distance 
learning. 

 Creating a “school routine” at home. Seeing that your student “attends” class instruction at 
the allotted times each day, and utilizes teacher afternoon office hours to connect with 
their teachers, have their questions answered, and receive additional support. 

 Participating in the “Sunday Night Routine” as a family- going on teacher calendars to see 
the week ahead and assisting students to fill out their planner so that parents and students 
are aware of the class schedule and assignments for the week ahead. 

 Assisting your student if they have to miss a scheduled class by helping them to review the 
recorded class session, before the next class session, so that they can keep up with their 
class instruction and assignments. 

 Encourage your student to take the time to produce quality work for their teachers. Asking 
your student what they are working on, engage them in conversations over the instruction 
that was presented-this all helps students to be engaged and thoughtful about their 
learning.  

 Maintaining communication with your child’s teachers by checking the parent portal, 
answering emails or other contacts you receive from teachers and the school.  

Learning some life-skills during the closure is also important. It's never too early to discuss 
budgeting, how to change a tire, how to hang a picture frame, the art of handwriting a letter, or 
a million other things that people need to know. (They should also be reading at least 30 
minutes a day.)  

Should I make sure my child does their assignments? 

Yes! To the extent that any parent has the power to make our kids do anything, we would hope 
that our parents would encourage their students to continue to take school, their education 
and the provided distance learning seriously.  We encourage all our Tiger Families to continue 
to exhibit that TIGER PRIDE!  



Should I monitor my child's time? 

It's important that we all adhere to the shelter in place order to avoid contributing to the 
spread of COVID-19. The more structured time is for students, the less likely they will be to 
engage in behaviors counter to the order. 


